Introduction
The information society has had a major impact on the activities of traditional archives. The prediction of the "paperless office" in the eighties has not materialized as yet and in fact the amount of paper has increased substantially over the past decade. Rather than reduce paper, the introduction of computer technology has increased the number of products and copies of those products. The work of the archivist in the identification of the archivally valuable records has increased due to the paper burden. One must sift through far more records to identify those of historical value.
Added to the increase in the number of records created is the pressure of the research community to retain more rather than fewer records. Prior to the mid-seventies, the major factor in the appraisal of records was that of evidential value -the evidence the records contain of the organization and functions of agencies. Archives (and I restrict my comments mostly to North American and particularly Canadian Archives) have acquired many more records based on their informational and research value over the past fifteen years. In Canada, this coincides with the growth of social and economic programs of the federal government.
The computerization of many government programs began in the early sixties and has increased ever since. 
